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Winter 2012 Highlights

Increase in
Tornadic Activity

MULTIVARIATE ENSO INDEX
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NOAA/ESRL/Physical Science Division — Universily of Colorado at Boulder/CIRES/CDC
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Tropical Pacific SST
Anomalies (°C)

Though weakening, La Nina
conditions continue across the
Eastern Tropical Pacific

(Neg) SSTs continue across much
of the tropical pacific basin

However, (Pos) SSTs have
developed along the coast of South
America, which may have
significant impacts on weather
patterns this spring.
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Mountain Snowpack Mountain Snowpack
as of March 1, 2011 as of March 1, 2012
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Colorado SNOTEL Snowpack Update Map
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SWE ¥ of Average as of Monday, 19 March 2012 Wyoming Snowpack
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O3E03S SMOTEL for Water Year 2012

¥ Provizional Data, Subject to Change #%%

Black Hills Snowpack

Above Average temperatures in
Early March has resulted in an
early melt and run-off conditions
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RMA 90-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation
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RMA 30- Day Temperature Anomalies
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High Plains
Drought Conditions (Percent Area)
203 Drought Intensification Compared to a

Year Ago

Improvement During Fall and Winter
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. Released Thursday, March 15, 2012
http:.l’f droughtmnmtor.unl.ed Michael Brewer, National Climatic Data Center, NOAA

Drought Development and Intensification
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Tropical Pacific SST Forecasts
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NINO3.4 SST anomaly plume
ECMWTF forecast from 1 Mar 2012 ENSO ForecaSt

Monthly mean anomalies relative to NCEP Ol 1981-2010 climatology

—System 4 ECMWE Forecast from March 1, 2012
Suggest Neutral Conditions By Mid April

Possible El Nino Conditions Summer 2012
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Precipitation Forecast - Remainder of March 2012
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Precipitation Forecast - April 2012
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Temperatures Forecast - Apl‘ll 2012
B nd | (bt

Temperatures Returning to Near I
Average
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Temperatures Forecast - May - June 2012
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Spring 20 isk Forecast
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NOMhIE ‘ Pa Nina conditions will continue to
: , impact weather patterns for the next
several weeks.

7 | ‘Flre Risk Forecast — Late March une 2012
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L SouthiDakota 4 Mainly east of the divide, periods of:

Above Average Temperatures

Low Humidity

Stronger Than Average Wind Events
Pre-Green Up Fuel Conditions

However, green-up, and a wetter forecast
will decrease current spring fire
conditions by mid to late April
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Spring 20 isk Forecast

Fire Risk Forecast Late March une 2012

PR DICE ) T e As mentioned in the January outlook,

below average snowpack and

precipitation deficits raised early

concerns about the upcoming 2012

summer fire season across much of
- western Colorado.

.

¢ SouthiDakotal

Snowpack and precipitation trends
(below average) during the last 60
days has maintained these concerns

Though conditions in April are likely
to improve, the May thru June
outlooks support drier and warmer
than average conditions

The next update to this outlook is
scheduled for late April 2012.
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